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НІ5ТОКҮ 


Tue conditions of modern society demand that, as a 
preparation for the enjoyment of the rights and the 
performance of the duties of citizenship, both boys and 
girls leaving school should have a real interest in the life 
of the community, and should have a clear, if elementary, 
idea of the present as the “growing point” of the past. 

We are of the opinion that these results can be 
achieved through a study of History, and that a suitably 
planned course of History ought to be included in every 
type of curriculum designed for pupils aged twelve to 
fifteen years. 

We, therefore, make the following suggestions :— 


A. 1. The common element in all courses should be 
a study of the main changes and movements 
in the development of Western civilisation. 


(а) This involves selection: the guiding 
principle іп selection of material 
should be significance for the present. 

(0) The common element should be adapted 
to meet varying conditions. 


2. In the earlier periods the History of our island 
should be introduced mainly to illustrate 
large-scale movements. 

3. In the more recent periods British History should 
receive more detailed treatment, examples from 
Scottish sources, where appropriate, being 
chosen. 
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4. The Third Year should be devoted to a study of 
the last 150 years: it is essential that pupils 
should have some knowledge of the modern 
world. 


During the Third Year, one lesson per 
week should be allotted to а con- 
sideration and discussion of current 
events; an attempt should be made to 


give these, as far as possible, their his- 
torical setting. 


5. The social and economic aspects of History 
should be stressed. 

6. It is desirable that contact be established Ље- 
tween the locality and the general historical 
field: but “Local” History and “Applied” 
History (sometimes termed “ Civics”) should 
be woven into the texture of the course, and 


should not be considered 46 separate 
“subjects.” 


B. 1. A judicious use of the biographical method 
(especially when "representative" men and 
women are chosen) is of great value at this 
stage, and should lead to an appreciation of 


the part played by personality in the direction 
of affairs. 


2. Hitherto there has been over-emphasis on 
"dates? and tables of “causes and results.” 
It is, however, of importance to convey à 
general impression of time sequence. 
minimum number of “time-pegs” should be 
selected for committal to memory, and each 
class should build up a time chart during the 
course. 


3. Individual work and group work should be en- 
couraged. 


(а) Debates; elections afford opportunities 
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of realising what is meant by 
“government by discussion.” 

(b) “Lecturettes” by pupils, followed by 
discussion, are a useful means of per- 
suading different members of a class 
to work up different aspects of a topic. 

(c) Each pupil should keep some sort of 
historical “scrap book.” 


4. Visits, under competent supervision, to 
museums, castles, abbeys, etc. should be 
undertaken where conditions are favourable. 


C. A “History Headquarters” should be provided, 
wherever possible, in each school. Here 
should be kept and rendered easy of access, 
pictures (photographic rather than imagina- 
tive), maps, reproductions of documents, and 
other illustrative material. 

(a) There should also be a library contain- 
ing books for consultation by the 
pupil. A screen for use with an 
epidiascope or a lantern would be a 
welcome addition to the apparatus. 

(b) Education Committees might form a 
central collection of such material 
(renewed and brought up to date 
from time to time) which could be 
lent to schools as required. 

D. Three 45-minute periods per week are essential; 
four such periods are desirable. 


Note.—No cognisance has been taken of any examina- 
tion. We feel very strongly that any test (written or 
oral) the pupil may have to meet at the end of a Three 
Years’ Course should concentrate on Modern History, and 
that questions should be so framed as to test the candi- 
date’s knowledge of development from: earlier times 
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rather than to test his knowledge of detail of the remote 
past. 

The following syllabus contains teaching material 
which seems capable of treatment on the lines sug- 
gested—regard being had to the necessity for selection :— 


(a) It is assumed that there are approximately 
thirty-seven teaching weeks in each session. 

(b) Correlation with Geography is of great im- 
portance. 


First YEAR 


I. Days before History. 

Food-gathering: domestication of animals: 
adoption of agriculture: use of tools: rudi- 
ments of social organisation. 

II. Ancient Civilisations. 3 

Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Palestine: develop- 
ment of food-production, crafts, writing, 
laws, religion, government. 

III. Early traders and colonisers. 

Crete: Phoenicia. 

IV. The Greeks and their contribution to Western 
civilisation. 

How the Greeks defended Europe: develop- 
ment of literature, science, art: Alexander 
the Great: spread of Greek language and of 
Greek ideas. 


V. Тһе Romans and their contribution to Western 
civilisation. 


Rise and expansion of Rome: struggle with 


Carthage (Hannibal): Julius Cesar: extent 
of Roman Empire: development of roads, 
peace, law: spread of Christianity: Con- 
stantine. 


„= жә 
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VIII. 


XI. 
XII. 


П. 
III. 


IV. 
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Котап Вгїїаїп. 
Break-up of Roman Empire. 

Barbarian invasions—especially invasions of 
English tribes into Roman Britain: life in an 
Anglo-Saxon village. 

(a) Development of Christianity. 
Gregory the Great: St Columba: St 
Augustine. 
(b) Rise of Islam: Mohammed. 


. The Emperor Charlemagne. 
. The Northmen. 


The extent of their ravages: thcir settlements 
in England and in Scotland: King Alfred: 
settlement of Northmen in France: Norman 
conquest of England: Norman penetration 
of Scotland under David I. 

Feudalism: duties of lord and vassal. 

(a) Development of the Church. 
(i) Monastic orders—life in an abbey. 
(ii) A new ideal, the friars—St Francis. 


(b) The Crusades: chivalry. 


SECOND YEAR 


. Growth of towns and trades in medieval Europe. 


Medieval commerce (necessity for | 


spices) Reference 

Growth of towns: guilds: rise of ; to 
the Commons as а politica | Scotland. 
force. 


War of Scottish Independence. 


Franco-Scottish Alliance. 
Medieval agriculture—life on the manor. 


Black Death: Peasants’ Revolt. 
Joan of Arc and the French War. 
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V. Medieval building. 
The cathedral, the castle, the guildhall, the 


cottage. 


VI. The beginnings of the modern world. 


(a) Revival of learning. 
(b) Maritime discoveries. 
Britain’s new position. 
(c) Development of science. 
(d) The New Monarchy. 
E.g. James IV: Henry VIII. 
(е) Changes in religion. 
Reformation: Counter-Reformation: 
Thirty Years’ War. 
(f) Struggle with Spain. 
Rise of Holland and England аз sea- 


powers. 


VII. King and Parliament. 


(a) Tudors. 
(b) Constitutional struggle under the Stewarts. 
(c) Scotland's struggle to*remain Presbyterian. 


VIII. Foundations of Empire. 
(4) Trading companies: Pilgrim Fathers: Vir- 
ginia: Maryland, etc. 
(b) Scottish Schemes: Darien—Union of 1707. 


IX. France and Europe. 


(а) William of Orange : 
(D) Marlborough—The 71.) | Louis XIV. 
Walpole and Cabinet Government. 
(c) War of Austrian Succession—The 745. 
(d) Seven Years’ War. 
Clive: Wolfe: Elder Pitt. 


X. American Independence. 
George Washington. 
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THIRD YEAR 


. John Wesley: religious revival. 


- Agricultural Revolution. 


Reference to Scotland: e.g. Lord Kames. 


. Industrial Revolution. 


Reference to Scotland: e.g. Watt, Mushet, 
'Tennent, Bell, Macadam, Rennie. 


. French Revolution—Napoleon, Nelson, Welling- 


ton. 
Reference to Scotland: Thomas Muir. 


. Changes in Britain. 


(a) Political reform. 

(P) Local government reform. 
(c) Education. 

(d) Factory Act. 

(e) Changes in economic policy. 


Growth of Nationalism. 
(а) 5. America. 
(b) Greece: Balkans. 
(с) Belgium. 
(d) Unification of Italy (Mazzini, Garibaldi, 
Cavour). 
(е) Unification of Germany (Bismarck). 


. Civil War in America (Abraham Lincoln). 
. Scramble for Africa. 


France, Belgium, Italy, Germany, Gt. Britain. 


. Europe and Asia. 


(а) Near East. 

(b) India and Further India. 

(c) Siberia. 

(d) Changes in China and Japan. 
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X. Development of British Empire. 


(а) Canada (Lord Durham). 
(b) Australia. 

(с) New Zealand. 

(d) South Africa. 

(е) Ireland. 


XI. Inventions and progress of scientific knowledge. 


XII. Britain before the Great War. 

Development of administration: great govern- 
ment departments. 

Development of local government: County 
Councils. 

Trade Unionism. 

Workmen's Compensation Acts. 

National Health and Insurance. 

Old Age Pensions. 

Education. 


XIII. The Great War. 
XIV. Тһе League of Nations. 
XV. Теп Years after the Armistice. 


HISTORY 


SuccrsrED “'Time-Pecs ” 


First YEAR 
B.C. 

с. 4000. Great Pyra- 
mid ої 
Gizeh. 

с. 2130. Beginning 
of Kham- 
murabi's 
reign. 

с. 1010. Beginning 
of David's 
reign 
(Israel). 


с. 490. Marathon. 


323. Death of Alex- 
ander theGreat. 

216. Battle of 

Cannae. 
44. Assassination of 
Julius Cesar. 
A.D. 
326. Founding of 


Constantinople. 
410. Alaric takes 

Rome. 

597. Death ої St 
Columba. 

Coming of St 
Augustine. 


622. The Hegira. 


800. Charlemagne 
crowned 
Emperor. 
871-901. Alfred's 
reign. 


1066. Norman 
Conquest. 


1095-1270. 
The Crusades. 


SECOND YEAR 


A.D. 
1314. Bannockburn. 


1431. Death of Joan of 
Arc. 


1453. End of Hundred 

Years’ War. 
Capture of Con- 
stantinople. 

1492. First voyage of 
Columbus to 
America. 

1561. Scottish Reforma- 
tion Parliament. 

1588. Defeat of the 
Armada. 

1600. The East India 
Company. 


1620. The Pilgrim 
Fathers. 


1643. Solemn League 
and Covenant. 
1651. Navigation Act. 


Ин Drumclog. 
1679. 0000 Bridge. 
The Revolution. 


1707. Union of English 
and Scottish Par- 
liaments. 


1759. Quiberon Bay. 


Minden. 
1776. Declaration of In- 
dependence. 


Capture of Quebec. 


11 
THIRD YEAR 
A.D. 
1765. Watt's steam 
engine. 


1789. Outbreak of 
French Revolu- 
tion. 


1815. Waterloo. 


1832. Great Reform Act. 


1838. People's | Charter 
published. 
1846. Corn Laws 
abolished. 
1859. Darwin's *'Origin 
of Species,” 


1862. Lincoln's first 
Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

1869. Opening of Suez 

Canal, 
1872. Scottish Education 
Act. 


1878. Factories and 
Workshops Act. 

1888. Local Government 
Act. 


1897. Public Health 
(Scotland) Act. 


1911. National Insurance 
Act. 
1914-18. The Great War. 


1919-20. The Peace of 
Versailles. 
First meeting of 
the League of 
Nations. 
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